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Sociology of punishment in the duality of culture and power, a study
about forms of interaction between culture and power from the
perspective of the sociology of punishment
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Abstract

Thoughts that try to present a realistic picture of punishment in the social
structure, cannot ignore the hidden relation between punishment and power.
Genealogy of power developments shows that how developments of power can
impacts the developments of punishment. From the tragedies of torture to the
bureaucratic punishments, all of them are The reflects of the effects of power.
Also, a realistic analysis of punishment cannot ignore the role of punishment.
Punishments during the times consistently were Reflects of the impacts of
cultural elements. We cannot ignore the impacts of theological cultures on the
tragedies of torture. Also, it is hard to deny the impacts of current civilized
societies on birth of bureaucratic punishments.

However, the problem of most sociological analysis is presenting a realistic
image from quality of interaction between culture and power. Punishment has
multiple realities. This article tries to show the quality of interaction between
power and culture.

Keywords: Sociology of punishment, Power, Culture, Network of cultural
relations, Collective conscious

1. Introduction

Sociology of punishment is a territory of confliction between the two
phenomenon of culture and power. Sociological studies about punishment
generally, either present a cultural analysis of punishment or pictures the
evolution of power and its influence on the transformations of punishment.
Despite this duality, it is difficult to accept that punishment, as a social
institution with a multiple reality, is only influenced by one of the two
phenomena of power and culture. Punishment is a social institution that is
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influenced by them in a systematic relationship with other social phenomena
and, of course, affects them.

The fundamental question of this research is how to present a realistic picture of
the quality of the interaction between the phenomena of culture and power in
the realm of punishment.

The present study tries to answer this fundamental question. The concern of the
present research is to provide a framework for a systematic and multiple
understanding of punishment. Presenting this framework can provide us with a
more accurate picture of the nature and functions of punishment in the social
system.

2.Methodology

The current research uses the descriptive-analytical method. At first, the quality
of the relationship between the phenomenon of power and culture in the realm
of punishment is described, and then analysis is

presented in this regard.

Finally, for a more accurate understanding of the issue, examples from Iran's
society after the revolution are mentioned.

3.Results and Discussion

The current research tries to depict two hidden aspects of the interaction of
culture and power. The interaction of power and culture through the cultural
foundation of the phenomenon of power is one of these manifestations. In
addition, culture and power interact with each other through the framework that
is referred to as "Cultural Relations Network™ in the current research. Dealing
with these two effects can be considered as a perspective for future studies in
the field of cultural and political sociology of punishment: studies that present
clear images of the real functions of punishment. In addition, through the
perception of these effects of interaction, the importance of culture as a basic
phenomenon in the realm of punishment-related studies becomes more
apparent. The prevalence of Weberian, Marxian, and especially Foucauldian
traditions in recent decades has been so indescribable that the role of culture in
the field of criminal studies was almost forgotten for a significant period of
time. Of course, the learning of these three traditions is more than anything that
the result of the interest of thinkers to study and dissect the complex
technologies of domination that use their capitalist power. In spite of this, the
present research, in addition to dealing with the effects of the interaction of
culture and power, tries to consider a more central place for the phenomenon of
culture in its analysis. In fact, one of the fundamental ideas of this research is
that any sociological analysis of punishment should consider a significant role
for culture-based explanations. This very important fact is especially depicted
through emphasizing the cultural foundations of power.
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4.Conclusions

Determining the ratio of influence of power and culture in the field of
punishment and of course, the quality of the interaction of these two phenomena
is a complex issue that needs to be deciphered. What can be said is that in
analyzing the evolution of criminal reactions, the role and effectiveness of none
of them can be ignored. Therefore, instead of duality and opposition, we should
talk about interaction and revealing

the quality of this interaction. Punishment has multiple realities. Punishment
can be considered as a transparent mirror that is a reflection of dominance
relations, power structures, sensitivities of collective conscience and even the
degree of dependence of a social system on administrative bureaucracy. This
feature of multiplicity is precisely due to the multidimensional nature of all
social phenomena.
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