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Despite the fact that the district court has many jurisdictions, it has legal gaps in various directions.
One of these directions is how to apply the local jurisdiction of the district court. The legislature is
silent about the additional jurisdiction of the district court, which includes multiplicity of charges and
multiplicity of accused. The implementation of referral from jurisdiction of the district to other
jurisdictions or vice versa is not very clear. If faced with such cases, judges They do not have a single
judicial procedure because they have to refer to the generality of the criminal procedure law; while the
district court has a different structure and function, and the regulations in the criminal procedure law
cannot be sufficient. The present article descriptively-analytically highlighting the challenges caused
by the legal gaps of the district court in terms of local jurisdiction and while providing practical
solutions to overcome these challenges, suggests assigning a separate chapter to the district court in
the criminal procedure law or legislating a separate law.
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1. Introduction

The district court has a local jurisdiction deal with a crime committed within judicial district only if it
is previously known that it has inherent jurisdictions to deal with the crime. The local jurisdiction of
the district Court in the case of a crime that is under the jurisdiction of criminal court 2 and in the
jurisdictions of the district includes the judgment from the prosecution stage to the execution stage.
This local jurisdiction extends from the prosecution stage to the execution of the judgment. The
inherent jurisdiction of the district court regarding crimes under article 302 of the criminal procedure
law includes the preliminary investigation stage if it is an indictable crime. Therefore, the local
jurisdiction of this court is limited to the stage of preliminary investigation. However, if it is one of
the crimes that are brought directly in the criminal court 1,since it lacks inherent jurisdiction to
undertake any action, therefore, it is not able to undertake its local jurisdiction. The legislator is silent
on how the district court's local jurisdiction applies in case of multiple charges or multiple defendants,
when it lacks inherent jurisdictions to deal with some charges or defendants. Additionally, in the
district court the executive process of referral in the case of crimes that it has the jurisdictions to deal
with them in all stages of the proceedings is different in the prosecutions and investigation stage than
the judgment issuance and trial stage, but the legislator has not provided any article in this regard.
Moreover, there is a legal gap in the referral executive process in crimes subject to Article 302 of
criminal procedure law.

2. Methodology

This article, using an analytical-descriptive approach and a library-based research method, first
explains the local jurisdiction of the District Court and then addresses the exceptions to it. It examines
the legal gaps that have created challenges within the local jurisdiction of the District Court and,
finally, offers practical solutions and recommendations to overcome these challenges.

3. Results and Discussion

The district court has local jurisdiction over crime if it occurs within its jurisdiction district. However,
the law provides exceptions for deviating from local jurisdiction. Exceptions to the principle of local
jurisdiction in criminal matters include additional jurisdiction and referral, which are discussed in this
article in the district Court. The multiple charges and multiple defendants are examples of additional
jurisdiction. In cases of multiple charges; If the more important crime is committed within the
jurisdiction of district court, if the dealing with all crimes is within the inherent jurisdiction of district
court. There is no legal gap and the district Court deals with all crimes and issues the appropriate
judgment. but the legal gap of district Court arises when more important crime that was committed in
the jurisdiction of the district is one of the crimes that are dealt with by the jurisdiction of criminal
court 1. According to an opinion it is essential to distinguish between the crimes that are directly
under the jurisdiction of the criminal court one and the indictable crimes. If the more important crime
is one of that falls directly under the jurisdiction of criminal court 1, the district Court judge will
separate the cases and transfer the file concerning the charge that must be directly presented to
criminal court by issuing a decision of lack of jurisdiction but according to the better opinion of the
district Court, it has preliminary investigation jurisdiction over all charges whether the more
important crime is one of the crimes that are directly under the jurisdiction of the criminal court 1 or
is one of the crimes that after issuing the indictment dealing with it is in the jurisdiction of the
criminal court 1. In the case of multiple defendants if the main defendant has committed a crime in the
jurisdiction of the district, dealing with the crimes of his accomplices and accessories is in the
jurisdiction of the district court. Of course, this is conditional upon the district Court has inherent
jurisdiction to deal with all the defendants. in reference to the referral of the crimes within the
jurisdiction of the criminal court 2, the referral at any stage of the proceedings occurs at the requests
of the head of the judicial district. The prosecutor is not involved in this field despite of the fact the
referral process is different from the prosecution and investigation stage and also the trial and
judgment issuance stages. the legislature is also silent regarding the referral of the crimes under the
article 302 of criminal procedure law which is under the jurisdiction of the criminal Court 1.
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4. Conclusions

One of the primary objectives of establishing criminal procedure laws in all countries is to
expedite and proceedings while simultaneously upholding the defendant's rights to defense.
Achieving these objectives requires a comprehensive criminal procedure code that explicitly
contains article in each issue. This is while the criminal procedure law enacted in 1392 lacks
such capacity regarding the district Court. the legislator has either remained silent or has
briefly addressed the organization of the district court, the manner of the exercising
jurisdiction in various scenarios and so on which leads to violations of the principles and
regulations of criminal justice. In this article among the legislative gap that the court has the
principle of local jurisdiction and its exceptions which include additional jurisdiction and
referral, have been selected by addressing the issues that judges of the district Court typically
encounter while adjudicating cases it has become evident that the criminal procedure code
enacted in 2013 lacks articles addressing these pertinent matters. but according to article 167
of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, it is not possible to refrain from dealing
dispute and judgment issuance on the grounds of silence, deficiency, ambiguity, or
contradiction in codified laws. Therefore, by appealing to the general principles of the
criminal procedure code and using the tools of law interpretations the authors tried to find the
solution to each issue and write it.
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