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Critical criminology, as a new approach in criminology, analyzes the relationship between unequal
social structures and criminal behavior. . Gender-based approaches in critical criminology, by
exposing male hegemony in the structure of the norm-setting system, emphasize that in patriarchal
societies, women are considered as other and their second-class status is considered natural. This
research seeks to evaluate the film "Woman and Child" based on gender-based criminology theories
and using the qualitative content analysis method. . The aim of the research is to examine how the
film "Woman and Child" represents relationships, roles, institutionalization of gender inequality, and
the experience of crime and victimization in the context of gender stereotypes. The research findings
show that based on the social construction of gender, crime and victimization are the product of
gender expectations and inequalities. Women, as a marginalized group, are victims of unequal
structures of power, laws, and discriminatory, anthropocentric justice. In this context, women's
resistance to dominant patriarchal culture and norms may manifest itself in the form of resistance
crimes. In this film, gender-based differential controls justify the high rate of crime committed by men
and show that many male deviances are considered permissible within the framework of male gender
roles.
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1. Introduction

In the representation of the criminal figure in cinematic works, attention is paid to whether the
offender, according to conservative approaches, is portrayed as an evil and dangerous individual or, in
light of critical perspectives, is depicted as a victim of society (Daneshnari & Hosseini, 2020: 78—79).
Within this framework, the criminological study of films constitutes a significant topic in
criminological research, particularly in cultural criminology and popular criminology.

The gender-based perspective in criminology holds that crime is defined and committed within the
context of power structures, gender inequalities, and patriarchal culture (DeKeseredy, 2023: 66).
Accordingly, critical criminologists seek to identify and analyze the role of gender in the emergence
of criminal behaviors as shaped by social inequalities—an issue largely ignored by traditional
criminology. In gender-based criminological studies, women are considered not only victims of
conventional crimes such as domestic violence, exploitation, rape, and street harassment, but also
victims of structures shaped by historical, social, and economic injustices (Daneshnari & Nesari
Javan, 2021: 133).

The film Woman and Child, directed by Saeed Roustaee in the style of social realism, provides a
suitable context for the examination of criminological ideas. This study presents a criminological
analysis of Woman and Child based on a gendered perspective and using qualitative content analysis.
The central questions are: How do the acceptance of gender roles and the control of power in
patriarchal societies provide grounds for women’s criminality and victimization? Is there a connection
between discriminatory structures and gender inequalities in the film and women’s engagement in
resistant forms of offending?

2. Methodology

This study employs qualitative content analysis to evaluate and interpret the data derived from the
film. Content analysis can be applied to all forms of communication. In general terms, content
analysis refers to any technique used to systematically and objectively infer specific characteristics
from messages. Some scholars also regard content analysis as a qualitative research method through
which data are summarized, described, and interpreted (Momenirad, 2013: 188-191).

3. Results and Discussion

The research findings, based on qualitative content analysis, were examined and interpreted under
three main thematic categories: “gendered subjectification and the discursive order of deviance,”
“resistant crimes,” and “differential gender control and the normalization of male deviance.”

Within gender-based explanations of women’s offending, emphasis is placed on the socialization of
gender roles and the mechanisms of male dominance (Garrett, 2001: 198). In the process of
socialization, men are primarily involved with values such as power display, emotional detachment,
and economic success—values that can serve as a foundation for various forms of deviance. In this
process, male offending functions as a demonstration of power, a means to assert masculinity, and a
strategy for constructing male identity (DeKeseredy, 2023: 74). Deviant behaviors exhibited by Aliyar
in Woman and Child—including having a thirty-year-old mistress, mocking a school principal,
engaging in fights and physical altercations, and gambling—are examples of acts performed for
power display, attention-seeking, and affirmation of masculinity.

From the standpoint of critical gendered criminology, women’s victimization is typically a product of
power structures and gender inequalities. Women are subjected to violence and discrimination across
familial, occupational, and social relations, rendering them vulnerable to multiple forms of
victimization and turning them into accessible targets of crime. Conversely, women resist these
conditions directly or indirectly, thereby asserting female agency. Thus, the roots of many crimes
against women must be traced to legitimized patriarchal norms. The social pressures imposed by a
patriarchal society on Mahnaz—what criminologists term “gendered strains”—pave the way for her
engagement in criminal acts.

There exists a cultural disparity in the socialization of boys and girls within families. More
specifically, daughters are subject to tighter surveillance and are taught to be more compliant, whereas
sons are granted greater freedom and even encouraged toward aggression and ambition (Shojaei,
2003: 33). Consequently, the likelihood of risk-taking and law-breaking is higher among boys due to
the differential control exercised over them compared to girls. In Woman and Child, family control
and supervision are explicitly gendered: Mahnaz’s family treats Aliyar’s deviant behaviors with
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tolerance and implicit acceptance, while Mahnaz’s mother continues to control her daughters’
behavior—for example, reacting even to Mehri’s late return home.

4. Conclusions

Woman and Child, through its critique of structural patriarchy in the family, marriage, school, and the
judicial system, stands as a striking example of the social realist genre that highlights women’s issues
and struggles. The film’s title itself serves as an ironic reference to a patriarchal and derogatory view
of women and children as weak and dependent beings, with the narrative seeking to challenge this
perspective. The discriminatory structures and gender inequalities portrayed in Woman and Child
transform Mahnaz from an obedient woman into an active agent who seeks to stand against the
patriarchal values and structures of society. In this struggle, she finds no option but to rebel. Mahnaz’s
criminal acts, therefore, can be read as resistance against the denial of her human rights and as a
response to victimization by discriminatory social institutions.

In response to the research question concerning the relationship between unequal gender structures
and women’s resistant crimes, it can be argued that Mahnaz’s act of killing Sam-Khanian and
grandfather in the film Woman and Child symbolically represents a form of resistance against
patriarchal customary justice. By portraying a pervasive pattern of misogyny at the individual,
structural, and cultural levels, the film demonstrates how gender discrimination is reproduced through
social norms, gender stereotypes, and unequal rules. A gender-oriented criminological analysis of the
film further indicates that differential gender control, the normalization of male deviance, and
gendered subject formation play a significant role in reproducing and legitimizing patriarchal power
structures within society.

The analysis of cinematic representations can also function as a complementary arena for evaluating
and expanding various strands of critical criminology, including gender-critical and postmodern
criminology. These perspectives emphasize the social construction of crime and highlight the role of
discourse and power relations in defining deviance and criminality. The findings of the present study,
on the one hand, reinforce this perspective by revealing how women’s criminality and victimization
are discursively constructed within a patriarchal order, thereby suggesting that criminal phenomena
are shaped through cultural, symbolic, and power-laden processes. On the other hand, the findings
also carry practical implications for cultural policy and film production. Cultural institutions and
filmmakers, for instance, can contribute to greater social awareness by avoiding the reproduction of
gender stereotypes and by portraying hidden forms of violence against women more realistically—
such as the normalization of domestic violence or the marginalization of female victimization within
family structures and formal institutions. Ultimately, such representations can play an important role
in shaping public discourse on gender-based violence and in fostering critical reflection on the need to
reform certain social attitudes and practices.
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