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Accountability of public officials and citizens for committed offenses constitutes a fundamental pillar
of democratic legal systems. Deprivation of social and political rights as a special sanction serves as a
key instrument for ensuring such accountability. In European jurisdictions, beyond conventional
criminal and administrative penalties such as imprisonment and fines, specialized sanctions are
provided, including disqualification from public office, ineligibility to stand for election, deprivation
of the right to vote, and permanent or temporary bans from re-entering electoral processes. These
measures—applied to both administrative functions (day-to-day executive duties) and sovereign
functions (high-level political decision-making)—pursue primarily preventive and democracy-
protecting objectives. In contrast, the Iranian legal system predominantly relies on criminal and
administrative sanctions such as disqualification from public service and ineligibility for candidacy,
with a primary focus on offenses related to administrative functions. Offenses arising from the
exercise of sovereign authority receive significantly less attention and lack specific sanctions.
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study conducts a comparative examination of
the Iranian legal framework and leading European systems. Findings indicate that adopting certain
European models—temporary deprivation of electoral rights, independent oversight mechanisms, and
a clearer distinction between administrative and criminal sanctions—could substantially enhance
political accountability within Iran’s governance structure.
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1. Introduction

Accountability of public officials and citizens for committed offenses constitutes a fundamental pillar
of democratic legal systems. Deprivation of social and political rights, as a special sanction, serves as
a key instrument to ensure such accountability, prevent abuse of power, and preserve public trust.
Political decision-makers, due to their critical role in high-level policymaking, rarely appear in
ordinary criminal proceedings; their liability is typically addressed through political or civil
responsibility (e.g., compensation for public treasury losses). However, the distinction between
“executive acts” (routine administrative behaviors such as contract conclusion, financial misuse, or
breach of official duties) and “sovereign acts” (major political policymaking with broad
consequences, including flawed economic strategies, detrimental international contracts, or
mismanagement of national resources) reveals that crimes arising from sovereign acts can have far
more extensive repercussions than those stemming from executive acts. Recent developments in
Iran—such as the Crescent case (Iran’s massive compensation liability due to the cancellation of
major gas contracts) and the Chai Debsh corruption scandal (mismanagement in currency allocation
and imports with multi-billion-dollar consequences)—have underscored the urgent need for criminal
accountability of political decision-makers. In contrast, European precedents, including the conviction
of Yulia Tymoshenko in Ukraine (for abuse of authority in gas contracts), Geir Haarde in Iceland
(mismanagement of the 2008 financial crisis), and Stefan Mappes in Germany (overpriced land
purchase in an energy project), demonstrate the application of special sanctions to sovereign crimes.
This study seeks to answer how the position of special sanctions (removal from office,
disqualification from candidacy, deprivation of voting rights, and disqualification from re-running for
elections) differs in the two legal systems and how European models can be adapted to strengthen
accountability in Iran.

2. Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach with a comparative method. Data were
collected through library and documentary research (including the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Islamic Penal Code 2013, Civil Service Management Law 2007, Administrative
Violations Law 1993, and penal codes of selected European countries) as well as analysis of judicial
precedents (Crescent and Chai Debsh cases in Iran, and Tymoshenko, Haarde, and Mappes cases in
Europe). The analytical tool is qualitative comparative analysis, focusing on four common special
sanctions in European systems. The scope covers the Iranian legal system and eight leading European
jurisdictions (France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Greece, Finland, the Netherlands, and Norway) in terms
of accountability of public officials.

3. Results and Discussion

In the Iranian legal framework, criminal and administrative sanctions are primarily confined to
executive acts. Temporary or permanent suspension from service (Articles 91 of the Civil Service
Management Law and Article 9 of the Administrative Violations Law) is predominantly an
administrative measure with effects limited to the public employment sector. Disqualification from
candidacy, under Articles 25 and 26 of the Islamic Penal Code (especially Note 2 to Article 26), is
imposed permanently for intentional crimes of degree 5 and above and covers sensitive positions such
as the presidency, Assembly of Experts, Parliament, and city/rural councils; however, this
disqualification is largely restricted to executive offenses and does not extend to sovereign crimes.
Most significantly, the Iranian legal system provides no deprivation of the right to vote (whether as
principal, supplementary, or consequential punishment), and disqualification from re-running for
elections is applied only permanently within the framework of deprivation of social rights. These
limitations result in a low political and social cost for sovereign crimes, thereby weakening the
accountability of officials. In contrast, European countries have adopted a more democratic and
preventive approach, designing special sanctions applicable to both executive and sovereign crimes.
In Finland, removal from service is implemented in two forms—complete (for all public officials) and
limited (only for crimes related to official duties)—with severity depending on the length of
imprisonment; this sanction is considered criminal and special and extends to sovereign crimes. In
Greece, removal is mandatory for serious offenses such as financial corruption, and in Spain, special
removal (limited to the specific area of the crime) and absolute removal (complete) are foreseen.
Disqualification from candidacy in France, Italy, the Netherlands, and Greece is generally temporary
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(2 to 25 years depending on the severity of the offense) and applies to crimes such as financial
corruption, electoral fraud, or abuse of office; in Iran, however, this disqualification is permanent and
limited to executive crimes. Deprivation of the right to vote is also provided for in France (up to 5
years for embezzlement of public property), Italy (permanent in severe corruption cases), Greece (1 to
10 years or permanent in life imprisonment cases), and the Netherlands, while Germany and Spain do
not directly apply it. Disqualification from re-running for elections is typically temporary in most of
these countries and depends on the nature of the offense; only Finland and Norway leave this decision
to the voters, believing that the electorate should determine whether to re-elect a convicted politician.
In addition to these principal sanctions, European countries employ innovative preventive measures
absent in Iran: official criminal warning in Finland as a lighter sanction than a fine for negligent
violations by officials, automatic suspension of party membership in Spain and Germany upon
indictment, political quarantine of three to ten years in Sweden, revocation of special political
retirement benefits in France, and public disclosure of names of accused individuals in Estonia. In
Iran, only temporary suspension from service until final judgment exists (Article 7 of the Law on
Aggravated Punishment for Bribery, Embezzlement, and Fraud), with a limited scope that excludes
members of parliament, councilors, and political officials. These gaps contribute to a persistently low
political and social cost of corruption in Iran, allowing accused officials to retain all privileges and
immunities until the final moment.4.

4. Conclusions

Iranian legal system, compared to European countries, lacks sufficient special and preventive
sanctions for sovereign crimes. The focus on executive acts, absence of deprivation of the right to
vote, and limitation of disqualification from candidacy to executive offenses have weakened the
accountability of officials. Drawing inspiration from European models, it is recommended that
targeted amendments to the laws introduce mechanisms such as temporary deprivation of electoral
rights for sovereign crimes, automatic suspension from office upon indictment, legal obligation for
political parties to suspend and expel convicted members, official criminal warning as an alternative
sanction, strengthening of independent oversight over major decisions, and controlled public
disclosure of the names of accused persons in a judicial transparency system. These measures, without
the need for harshening penalties, significantly increase the cost of corruption, alter high-risk
behaviors before they occur, and gradually rebuild public trust. Such an approach not only enhances
accountability but also, by maintaining balance between civil rights and democratic requirements,
elevates the legitimacy of institutions.
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1.Art. 380(2) & Art. 28(3) Criminal Code.

2. Verbrechen

3. Art. 317bis CC

4. forfeiture of the right to be elected
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6. Art. 45 Criminal Code.
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1. Art. 237(1) Criminal Code and (Art. 237(2) (5-20 years);

2.ipso jure

3. Arts. 355 and 356 Criminal Code.

4. Article 131-26 pénale Code.
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1. Art. 317bis CC

2. Art. 131-27-1(1) & (3) Penal Code.
3 Penal Code, Art. 433-1.

4. Warning
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1. Criminal Preventive Sanctions

2. Non-Criminal Preventive Measures

3. United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), 2003 (Merida Convention).

4. Group of States against Corruption (evaluation reports and recommendations) (Council of Europe).
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1. pension de retraite des élus
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