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Empirical research indicates that traditional judicial approaches to child abuse cases are ineffective,
often resulting in child separation, high recidivism rates, and an increased caseload. This study aims
to evaluate judicial responses to child abuse by addicted parents from the perspective of problem-
solving principles. Data were collected through content analysis of 25 case files, in-depth interviews
with 25 judicial and welfare practitioners, and semi-participant observation of seven court sessions.
The findings reveal significant potential for adopting a problem-solving approach within Iran’s legal
system. These capacities are evident in existing court laws and procedures, reflecting legislators’
growing willingness to incorporate therapeutic dimensions into the justice process. To fully realize
this approach, the study highlights the need for judicial training, legal reforms, reduction of
bureaucratic rigidity (statism), and strengthened collaboration between the judiciary and partner
institutions such as social welfare organizations.
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1. Introduction

Empirical research reveals that conventional judicial procedures have not been effective in addressing
child abuse cases, particularly when the perpetrator is a parent suffering from substance abuse. These
traditional responses often lead to costly interventions, resulting mainly in the separation of children
from their families, the recurrence of abuse, and an increase in legal and welfare caseloads. In
contrast, problem-solving and therapeutic jurisprudence approaches—such as drug treatment courts
and family courts—have emerged as alternative models with a greater focus on rehabilitation and
systemic collaboration. This study investigates how judicial responses to child abuse by addicted
parents align with the principles of the problem-solving approach; also to what extent Iran’s legal
system reflects the capacities of such an approach in handling these sensitive cases.

2. Methodology

This qualitative study uses a multi-method approach combining document analysis, in-depth
interviews, and courtroom observation. The empirical material consists of 25 judicial child abuse case
files from the fall of 2023 (autumn 1402 in the Iranian calendar), selected for their relevance to
parental addiction. Additionally, 25 semi-structured interviews were conducted with judicial
stakeholders, including prosecutors, assistant prosecutors, and social workers from the Welfare
Organization. To gain further insight into real-time judicial practices, seven court sessions concerning
child abuse by addicted parents were observed using a semi-participant approach. The triangulation of
these data sources allows for a comprehensive and contextual analysis of the judicial process and its
alignment with problem-solving principles.

3. Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that elements of a problem-solving approach are indeed present in Iran's judicial
treatment of child abuse cases involving addicted parents. Traces of therapeutic jurisprudence can be
observed in both legal texts and courtroom practices, such as judicial discretion in referring cases for
social intervention, and efforts to coordinate with support services. These latent capacities point to a
legal and procedural willingness to go beyond punitive measures, favoring solutions that prioritize
child protection alongside family rehabilitation. However, the study also identifies critical gaps:
insufficient inter-agency coordination, a lack of training for judges and legal personnel in problem-
solving methods, and a prevailing culture of statistical performance that undermines individualized,
therapeutic handling of complex family cases.

4. Conclusions

Despite institutional and procedural limitations, the Iranian legal system holds significant potential for
adopting a more problem-solving and therapeutic stance in child abuse cases involving parental
addiction. The study recommends concrete reforms such as targeted training for judges in
collaborative and multidisciplinary approaches, legislative revisions to exempt such cases from
performance-based judicial metrics, and stronger institutional ties between the judiciary and support
agencies like the Welfare Organization. Enhancing awareness and operational capacity in this
direction could pave the way for a more humane, rehabilitative, and child-centered judicial process in
Iran.
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implementation scale, Family Court Review Volume: 61, Issue: 3, 586-601.Papaioannou, Kostas et al., Evaluation of Family Drug and Alcohol
Courts (FDAC), (2023), National Centre for Social Research, at: https:/natcen.ac.uk/publications/evaluation-family-drug-and-alcohol-courts-fdac .
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (2023), Family Treatment Court Model Standards Implementation Scale:
Site Visit Guide, National Criminal Justice Reference Service, 1-49. Harwin, Judith, Broadhurst, Karen, Taplin, Stephanie, Cooper, Caroline
(2019), Tensions and contradictions in family court innovation with high risk parents: the place of family drug treatment courts in contemporary
family justice, International Journal of Drug Policy, 68(8), 101-108. Gifford, E. J., Eldred, L. M., Sloan, F. A., & Evans, K. E. (2016). Parental

criminal justice involvement and children's involvement with child protective services: do adult drug treatment courts prevent child maltreatment?
Substance Use & Misuse, 51(2), 179-192. Children and Families Futures. (2015). Guidance to states: Recommendations for developing family
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