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Whether the principle of innocence is read from the perspective of a phenomenon or a noumenon, will
have different effects on the interpretation of criminal law. In jurisprudence and Iranian law, the
principle of innocence is mostly a practical principle that is used in cases where doubt arises about the
existence or lack of a duty. But if we look at the principle of innocence from the perspective of the
noumenon, it is based not on duty but on human freedom. Noumenon innocence does not allow the
interpreter to expand the legal provision that has been criminalized and cannot develop exceptions
using subjective criteria in interpreting criminalized regulations. In the present study, using a
gualitative method, the hypothesis that looking at the principle of innocence from the perspective of a
noumenon has different interpretative effects than the practical principle of innocence has been
strengthened.

Principle of innocence, noumenon Human, Article 37 of the Constitution, Interpretation
of the Criminal Law, logic of criminal law.
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1. Introduction

The principle of innocence is one of the fundamental principles in the science of law (both criminal
and civil) that is used both in legislation and in the interpretation of the law. Among the meanings of
innocence is the presumption of human innocence (or presumption of innocence), although the latter
meaning is more often attributed to Western law, its religious and jurisprudential foundations can be
obtained from some verses of the Quran, narrations, and jurisprudential rules. In the present study, the
meaning of acquittal that will be presented from the perspective of the noumenal man (human) is
close to the assumption of acquittal, and therefore it seems that if the lawyer's perspective on this
principle changes from "obligated man" to "noumenal man", then the basis of interpretive principles
in criminal law is not the practical principle of acquittal; an issue that attention to has an impact on the
process and results of interpretation. Therefore, the present study will address the difference between
interpretive principles derived from practical acquittal and acquittal that is a requirement of the
noumenal man.

2. Methodology
The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical, with data collected from library sources.

3. Results and Discussion

In a division, Kant divides the external world into two parts: "noumenon” and “phenomenon”, which
respectively mean "essence as it is" and "Appearance - the intelligible part". It seems that if attention
is paid to the true essence of man and he is not limited to an external manifestation with an apparent
form and a tangible essence, then when the principle of innocence is spoken of for such a man, it is
not simply an innocence that removes doubt, but this innocence is another expression of the same true
essence that represents his freedom. If the reading of the principle of innocence is in accordance with
the approach of the noumenon man who is not limited to a temporal situation, then there is no need to
implement the basic condition in the principle of practical innocence, which is the examination of the
search; Because research is for a place where the real ruling is sought to be revealed, but if we
consider the interpretive principles to be derived from the rule (the second meaning of acquittal),
since the rule is prior to the practical principle in terms of degree, therefore, in the event of doubt,
action will be taken immediately according to it (the rule) and the related branches, which are the
interpretive principles.

4. Conclusions

The requirement of the noumenal approach to the principle of innocence is to look for criminal
behavior and the punishment for the crime only as codified in the law, and if there is doubt about the
criminality of a behavior and the law is not explicit about it, one must immediately act in accordance
with the principle of individual freedom, of which the principle of innocence is another expression in
the noumenal approach. The interpretative principles of criminal law, such as narrow interpretation,
interpretation in favor of the accused, prohibition of resorting to analogy, and non-precedent of the
substantive criminal law, with this reading of the principle of innocence, will be relied upon by the
interpreter as soon as doubt arises; whereas, if the root of the said interpretative principles is
introduced as the principle of practical innocence, their use is subject to a challenging path. It is
suggested that the legislator, with a humanistic approach, legislate in this field so that if there is any
doubt in the interpretation of crime and punishment, the interpreter immediately adheres to these
principles (in accordance with principles 36, 37, 166, 169 of the Constitution and Article 18 of the
Islamic Penal Code) and cannot by justifying discovering the legislator's intention, attempt to expand
the scope of the criminalized regulations and behave contrary to the rules of criminal law logic.
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