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Criminalization based on social values leads to gaining the public's trust in the laws and their creators
which leads to obedience to those laws. The fundamental question, however, is how the mechanism
of such criminalization influences the process of trust formation and crime control. In this regard,
findings from the field of psychology can be insightful. One of the proposed theories in psychology is
Choice Theory. This study, using a descriptive-analytical method, concludes that the aforementioned
theory can explain the formation of behavior and the factors involved in it. By illustrating how the
legislator and criminal law enter the quality world of citizens through attention to the images in this
world, a relationship based on trust and compliance between the legislator and its audience can be
established. This could serve as the theoretical foundation for the hypothesis that crime can be
reduced through criminalization based on social values, thereby strengthening the trust of the law's
audience.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important factors through which the criminalization of deviant behaviors leads to a
reduction in the commission of such acts is the trust of individuals in the criminalization system and
the criminal legislator. When the legislative system, by paying attention to the demands of the
majority of society, fosters trust in itself, guiding individuals to comply with the law becomes easier
and less costly, and its effectiveness in reducing crimes is far greater than when the legislative system
only emphasizes the values of a minority group or values based on maintaining the political system,
using methods such as multiple criminalization and imposing heavy penalties to force individuals to
comply. In the latter case, even if the goal of reducing crime rates in the short term is achieved, the
criminal justice system will inevitably face the harmful consequences of this, such as the loss of its
credibility in the eyes of the public and repeated violations of the law in the long term. One way to
gain trust in the criminal system is by refraining from criminalizing behaviors that align with the
dominant culture of society and are the basis of the actions of the majority of its members. Crime
control through criminalization based on values is a process through which the relationship between
the criminal legislator and its audience can be strengthened by building trust in this institution,
thereby reducing crime rates.

In explaining crime and its control, both as behaviors, utilizing various fields of science is inevitable.
One of these fields is psychology. One of the proposed theories in psychology is Choice Theory. This
theory can serve as a reinforcement of the hypothesis of this paper, namely the compliance of law's
audience as a result of criminalization based on social values. This theory, which addresses how
behavior is formed, emphasizes that only the internal motivations of humans, driven by their efforts to
meet their intrinsic needs, determine their behaviors.

2. Methodology

This study, using a descriptive—analytical method, explains behavior formation in Choice Theory and
analyzes the relationship between Choice Theory and crime control within social value—based
criminalization, relying on library sources.

3. Results and Discussion

Psychology, as a science focused on human beings and their cognition, can serve as an effective tool
in explaining the causes of criminal behavior and, consequently, in crime control. One of the
prominent theories in psychology is the Choice Theory. This theory can be used to reinforce the
central hypothesis of this paper namely, that obedience to the law emerges as a result of
criminalization based on social values. Choice Theory, which explains how behaviors are formed,
emphasizes the voluntary nature of behavior and asserts that only internal motivations driven by an
individual's efforts to satisfy their intrinsic needs determine their actions. Through the experience of
need satisfaction, individuals construct an quality world in their minds, which then becomes the
foundation for their behaviors. In essence, people incorporate into their quality world only those
things that have met their needs and in which they place trust. Therefore, the ultimate driver behind all
human choices is trust. The central issue addressed in this paper is: What is the mechanism through
which obedience is formed, and how does trust in the law and the legislator emerge within the process
of criminalization? What is the process through which trust in the system of criminalization develops
among its audience, and how does this trust affect individuals’ decisions to commit or abstain from
committing crimes? The answers to these questions depend on understanding how behaviors in
general and legal compliance in particular are formed. Within the formal sphere of addressing
antisocial behavior, the most crucial stage for building trust is the criminalization phase. This is
because the official confrontation with antisocial conduct begins with defining a certain behavior as a
crime. Trust formed at this early stage can ease acceptance in subsequent stages. Criminalization
based on social values plays a significant role in fostering public trust in the legal system. In this
regard, Choice Theory, as a framework for explaining how obedience forms as a behavior, can clarify
how trust develops in value-based criminalization and how applying the solutions offered by this
theory can further strengthen that trust. Moreover, analyzing value-based criminalization through the
lens of Choice Theory can help highlight its significance and effectiveness in crime control.
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4. Conclusions

Gaining the trust of individuals in the law and the criminal legislator is considered the most important
factor in establishing the authority of criminal law. In fact, the extent to which laws especially
criminal laws in culturally significant areas of society are able to secure obedience depends directly
on the level of trust people place in those laws and their creators. This paper identifies attention to
social values as a fundamental strategy for gaining the trust of citizens. In this context, the present
study adopts Choice Theory as its theoretical foundation and a reinforcement of its main hypothesis.
By explaining how behavior is formed in the criminalization process based on Choice Theory, it
concludes that the concepts within this theory are well-suited to explain and clarify the mechanisms
and effects of the formation of trust in criminal laws and legislators .Using the language and concepts
of Choice Theory in the context of value-based criminalization led to the finding that, in order for
criminalization to achieve the goal of building trust, it must enter the “quality world” of the law’s
audience. To do this, the legislator must base laws on what already exists in that quality world
namely, social values. According to Choice Theory, individuals' behavior is solely shaped by what
exists in their quality world and in what they trust. Therefore, when the legislator and the laws they
create become part of that quality world, individuals will begin to obey the law. In essence, what leads
to legal compliance is not external compulsion, but rather internal motivation trust in the law and the
legislator which ultimately shapes law-abiding behavior in society.
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