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The country's prisons are facing overcrowding challenges,with one of the factors contributing to
recidivism being the lack of job opportunities for former inmates,leading them back into crime.Prison
institutions play a significant role in enhancing the skills and personal development of inmates
through economic empowerment programs;however,these programs have not always been effective in
increasing entrepreneurial intentions.The main hypothesis of this study suggests that high
entrepreneurial spirit is inversely related to recidivism rates.Data were collected through random
sampling from556inmates convicted of theft and fraud in Tehran’s central prison and analyzed using
the Shapiro-Wilk test, ANOVA,and Pearson correlation coefficient.The results indicate that
education,age,marital status,and financial literacy have a positive and significant relationship with
entrepreneurial spirit,which,in turn,is associated with reduced recidivism.Furthermore,fraud offenders
exhibit higher entrepreneurial spirit than thieves.Finally,it is recommended that business training
programs be implemented for inmates nearing release and recently released ex-convicts to increase
their chances of self-employment and reduce recidivism.
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1. Introduction

This study addresses the issue of recidivism and prisoners' reentry into the criminal justice system,
which negatively impacts both individuals and society. Upon release, prisoners often struggle to
reintegrate into society due to social, economic, and cultural challenges, frequently leading them back
to criminal activities. In this context, rehabilitation programs are crucial to preventing recidivism.
Current correctional initiatives in prisons primarily focus on vocational training, with limited attention
given to self-employment and fostering entrepreneurial spirit among inmates. This gap may hinder
successful rehabilitation and increase the likelihood of reoffending. In Iran, prison programs are
largely employer-dependent, and efforts to enhance prisoners' entrepreneurial skills are notably
absent. This highlights the need for new policies in rehabilitation systems. The present study
examines the impact of fostering entrepreneurial spirit on reducing recidivism, hypothesizing that
entrepreneurial development can help mitigate reoffending rates. The primary objective is to evaluate
how nurturing entrepreneurial traits influences the reduction of recidivism.

2. Methodology

This applied research employed a descriptive-survey approach. The questionnaire used in this study,
designed by McClelland, measures entrepreneurial traits through 32 questions. Its validity was
assessed via content and face validity, while reliability was confirmed with a Cronbach's alpha
coefficient of 0.92. The target population comprised male prisoners convicted of theft and fraud in
Tehran's central prison, with 481 completed questionnaires analyzed. Data analysis utilized
descriptive statistics, ANOVA, Pearson correlation coefficient, and the Shapiro-Wilk test, all
conducted in SPSS at a significance level below 0.05.

3. Results and Discussion

The relationship between entrepreneurial traits and recidivism rates among prisoners was analyzed.
Findings indicated that, on average, inmates exhibited a relatively high level of entrepreneurial spirit.
Prisoners with one or two offenses showed higher entrepreneurial traits compared to habitual
offenders, suggesting a stronger motivation for self-improvement. Regarding offense types, fraudsters
demonstrated higher entrepreneurial tendencies than thieves, particularly in subcomponents such as
achievement motivation, risk-taking, and future planning. Fraudsters showed greater willingness to
take risks and plan for their future. Marital status was also a significant factor, with married inmates
displaying higher entrepreneurial traits than their single counterparts, particularly in components like
achievement motivation and risk-taking. This may stem from additional responsibilities associated
with family life. Similarly, educational attainment positively correlated with entrepreneurial spirit;
inmates with higher levels of education, particularly those with postgraduate degrees, exhibited
stronger entrepreneurial characteristics. This underscores the role of education in enhancing
entrepreneurial capacity. Age also influenced entrepreneurial tendencies, with older inmates
exhibiting greater entrepreneurial traits than younger ones, likely due to increased experience and
maturity. Additionally, a positive relationship was observed between income and entrepreneurial
spirit; higher-income individuals were more inclined toward entrepreneurial activities, suggesting
financial resources play a supportive role in entrepreneurial development. Finally, financial literacy
emerged as a significant factor, with financially literate inmates showing higher entrepreneurial spirit.
Awareness of concepts such as profitability, risk assessment, and financial management was strongly
linked to entrepreneurial traits. These findings emphasize that strengthening financial literacy could
bolster entrepreneurial spirit and potentially reduce recidivism.

4. Conclusions

The study concludes that prisoners generally exhibit notable entrepreneurial traits, particularly in
confidence, creativity, and risk-taking. These characteristics are more pronounced among inmates
convicted of economic crimes, such as fraud, and are associated with lower recidivism rates.
Economic offenders demonstrate higher entrepreneurial spirit compared to those convicted of violent
crimes or theft, indicating a connection between these traits and crimes driven by economic motives.
Married inmates, due to familial responsibilities, and those with higher education, due to enhanced
awareness and capabilities, displayed stronger entrepreneurial tendencies. These findings suggest that
fostering entrepreneurial spirit through educational and empowerment programs in prisons could
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effectively reduce recidivism and prevent crime. Integrating entrepreneurship-focused initiatives into
prison rehabilitation programs could provide inmates with better opportunities for reintegration into
society and active participation in positive social activities.
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