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The crime of ecocide, or severe harm and destruction to the environment, refers to a deliberate act that
goes beyond ordinary fires and pollution. In the past two decades (since the year 2000) and given the
international community's efforts and the extensive risks it poses, ecocide has entered the criminal
policy of countries with progressive legal systems, including Belgium and France. However, the
prespective of Iran's criminal justice system on this issue seems ambiguous. To prevent impunity and
apply appropriate punishment for effective deterrence, the implementation of a suitable criminal
policy appears essential. In this regard, the present research, using interpretative , has examined and
analyzed the existing laws in the countries under study. It was found that both the Belgian and French
legal systems, while criminalizing ecocide, distinguish it from unintentional pollution and
environmental crimes. However, they differ in terms of the severity of the crime and the level of
punishment. This research also highlights the gaps in Iran's legal system in this regard and, in
conclusion, emphasizes the need to enact comprehensive legislation or amend existing laws to
criminalize the crime of ecocide. It also underscores the preferred of the , particularly the severity of
the crime committed.
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1. Introduction

In recent decades, the escalating concerns of global warming and climate change have added a new
dimension to this threat. This danger is poised to force significant social changes in human life,
jeopardizing vital natural resources. It underscores the fact that the global economy is at risk due to
the production and proliferation of greenhouse gases.

The crime of ecocide, recognized as the gravest environmental crime and the fifth most serious threat
to global peace, should be regarded as a critical concern within the criminal justice system. Ecocide,
particularly in its governmental and corporate forms, causes severe and irreparable harm to the
environment. Beyond its immediate threat to environmental security, it also erodes the foundations of
economic and social stability. The direct consequences of ecocide leading to severe social crises such
as poverty, disease, unemployment, social tensions, illiteracy, migration, displacement, ethnic
conflicts, and even armed violence.

According to the common definition of ecocide, which typically refers to severe, large-scale, and
long-lasting environmental damage, we can estimate the extent of destruction that would occur if
ecocide were to take place. For example, the widespread devastation of Vietnam’s forests due to the
use of Agent Orange serves as a vivid illustration. A significant form of ecocide is "forest ecocide" or
deforestation, which is especially prevalent in tropical regions and rainforests. This destructive
phenomenon poses serious threats to human health, accelerates the depletion of natural resources, and
leads to the extinction of various plant and animal species.

Thus, the survival of planet Earth has become a compelling justification for a new wave of
governmental intervention in the lives of people worldwide. This intervention aims to ensure the
survival of humanity and protect it from the emerging global issue through effective criminal
policymaking.

2. Methodology

This analytical-descriptive research, conducted through a library study, primarily aims to demonstrate
that the ecocide committed by multinational companies causes significant, widespread, and lasting
harm to the environment, highlighting the urgent need for the criminalization of this grave offense
within the Iranian legal system.

3. Results and Discussion

In recent decades, the geographical environment of Iran has been exposed to various environmental
and ecological dangers. Extensive forest fires, particularly in the western and northern regions, as well
as pollution caused by industrial and chemical waste, have exacerbated these threats, further justifying
the formulation of an effective criminal policy. Although various environmental laws based on
criminology and human rights principles have been enacted in Iran’s criminal system over the past
decade, since ecocide has not been specifically criminalized, if such crimes occur, the opportunity for
impunity for the perpetrators of these crimes is created.

It is crucial to explore new penalties and solutions that can have both specific and general deterrent
effects. Many of the existing laws in this area are outdated, with enforcement mechanisms that
primarily rely on fines of negligible amounts, which lack the necessary impact to be effective. In this
context, it is important for Iranian lawmakers to draw on the experiences of countries with Roman-
Germanic legal systems, particularly France and Belgium, which have implemented comprehensive
legislation to criminalize ecocide—either through standalone laws or by amending existing ones. It is
worth noting that, although the Iranian legal system allows for the possibility of classifying ecocide as
a discretionary crime, this should not result in its being treated as a minor offense. Inspired by the
Belgian criminal justice model and considering the widespread dangers posed by such actions,
penalties should be set within the scope of criminal courts (first degree). This approach would help the
Iranian legal system move closer to treating these acts as serious crimes, involving multiple judges to
ensure greater expertise and accuracy in the proceedings.

4. Conclusions

On the other hand, alongside punitive measures such as imprisonment, fines, the publication of
verdicts, and similar penalties, restorative approaches should also be considered in cases of ecocide.
These may include actions such as public apologies, support programs for affected indigenous
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populations, or visits to impacted areas. They could also involve funding targeted initiatives to
compensate for local damages, with the participation of all affected parties (such as tree planting or
cleaning green spaces). Other innovative restorative solutions might include restoring areas
contaminated by oil sands to enhance biodiversity and ecosystem recovery, funded by the responsible
company, or financing academic research on ecocide. Additionally, establishing a working group to
explore funding for alternative energy sources, like solar energy, could be part of the solution. This is
why Article 6 of the Ecocide Convention mandates that member countries implement effective,
proportionate, and deterrent penalties for individuals and legal entities convicted of ecocide, while
ensuring environmental damages are remedied and victims are compensated. In this context, the
restorative approach focuses on “repairing the damage" or "rebuilding,” which means restoring
conditions to their original state, such as preserving habitats, revitalizing ecosystems, and ensuring
ecological sustainability. In this regard, Article L231-4 of the French Environmental Code outlines the
restoration of damaged environments.
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1. Des limites planétaires.
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