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Abstract

Parental fear of children’s victimization has always been a major issue in human
societies; however, few studies have attempted to examine it in Afghanistan.
This survey was conducted in 2021 using simple multistage sampling. The
findings suggested a very low, medium and high fear of children's victimization
among 16.7, 14.1 and 68.9% of parents. A medium to high level of fear of
children's victimization among parents was 83% which is quite high. Inferential
findings suggested no significant relationship between parental fear of children's
victimization and "ethnicity, home ownership status and subcultural diversity";
however, a significant relationship was found between other variables. The
regression results showed that the "level of education, social disorganization
and local connection™ describe a percentage of parental fear of children's
victimization.

Keywords: Parents’ fear, Victimization, Child, District six, Kabul city,
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1. Introduction

In the literature, there is a general consensus over the main consequences of fear
which is the severe impairment of the quality of life. The consequences of fear
at the individual level vary in terms of physical (heart rate, breath, weakening of
the immune system and reduced physical activities), psychological (appearance
of fear, isolation, anxiety and post-traumatic psychological injury) and
behavioral (fear of crime forces a person to change their lifestyle to adapt to the
extant situation) characteristics. The consequences of the fear of victimization at
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the neighborhood level causes less attendance in the neighborhood and less
participation in neighborhood affairs, and in this way, it results in the lack of
social control in the neighborhood. The lesser the people's attendance in the
neighborhood, the more it leads to the deterioration of the neighborhood, more
fear of people and loss of quality of life. Another major consequence of the fear
of victimization is the expenses imposed upon the government to reduce fear,
including neighborhood watch, crime prevention, citizen awareness programs,
and law enforcement.

Research on the fear of victimization in other countries have often dealt with
the theoretical foundations, goals and special social, political, cultural and
economic situations. It is rather difficult to find a research that covers this
research subject and depicts the amount of parental fear of children's
victimization. This study aimed to explain why parental fear of children's
victimization occurs and to answer how and in what way parental fear of
victimization is created in this city.

2. Methodology

This survey was conducted using a researcher-made questionnaire via
proportional random multistage sampling. In the first phase, District 6 was
divided into several areas using stratified sampling. In the second phase, the
participants were selected from the divided areas and the researcher surveyed
the participants in the same way within the district. To measure the validity and
reliability of the study, face validity and content validity were evaluated. SPSS
was used for data analysis.

3. Results and discussion

The findings suggested a medium to high fear of children's victimization among
parents in District 6 was 83% which is quite alarming. On the other hand, the
researcher had no access to the official statistics for comparison in order to
report the amount of parental fear of children's victimization.

Data analysis based on the hypotheses suggests that the mean parental fear of
children's victimization in men was lower compared to women. The study
suggested the highest level of parental fear of children's victimization among
divorced and widowed parents, those with higher education and higher income,
higher social disorganization in the city, dissatisfaction with police
performance, and experience of bullying. The regression model in the
inferential analysis showed that education level, social disorganization and local
connection are directly correlated with parental fear of children's victimization.
The higher the level of parental education in District 6, the lower the
neighborhood disorganization and the higher the local connection, the lower the
parental fear of children's victimization.

4. Conclusion

This survey sought to examine parental fear of victimization using theoretical
perspective on the fear of children's victimization. Results suggested that the
older the parents, the lower the fear of victimization. To explain it, older parents
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experience lower fear of victimization, because their children are grown ups and
avoid risk social activities. Women experience more parental fear of
victimization probably due to the individual characteristics and their
vulnerability in the patriarchal society of Afghanistan. In Kabul, single,
widowed and divorced individuals experience higher parental fear of
victimization compared to married ones. According to the theory of social
vulnerability, single individuals are more vulnerable to crimes due to their
lifestyle and they experience more fear of crime. This fear diminishes with
marriage. In addition, results demonstrated that the possibility of children's
victimization is related to inappropriate occupation, higher education, ethnicity,
local connection, social disorganization, and police performance.
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